
 

Welcome 2016!  

 

I hope you had a wonderful holiday season and that you 

are off to a good start to the yearé maybe settling into 

your new yearsõ resolutions, getting ready for some real 

winter sports, or planning objectives in the office. Thanks 

to everyone who came out to our EC & members Christ-

mas party, it was a highlight for me to be able to host SWE members over and get to know eve-

ryone better. And shoutout, Outreach Committee had a December first time event as a party -

meeting combo with card -making, cookies and Outreach strategy discussion ð thanks Kristy 

Porter for hosting! Weõve had a quick start to the year, and already hosted the SWE 2016 Career 

Expo & Networking event, providing an excellent chance for those seeking to hire / be hired, as 

well as technical networking. Thanks to Jesse Narr and Nikki Barelt for organizing. 2016 has a lot 

in store for us all, and an especially exciting calendar for SWE events!  

 

I am continually impressed by the level of enthusiasm and high caliber of events output by the 

SWE-MN community. A great example is the teamwork and coordination coming from Megan 

Knoch-Dohlin and Jen Tsai leading the Outreach Committee. They have recently released a com-

mittee strategy centering around their core objectives, Maintain ð Expand ð Organize ð Women 

ð M.E.O.W! (It even comes with a graphic). A few of the events in planning currently are òSpark, 

Slime, Speedó, our signature E-week event 21 -February, Tech Fest 27 -February, and a slew of 

superhero themed mid -sized events; if you are interested in volunteering with us, then chances 

are weõve got something in the works that will be a fit for you.   

 

Save the date, the Professional Development committee has confirmed the date of Spring Semi-

nar to be March 12 th! Many thanks to 3M who will serve as this yearõs host and sponsor. I really 

draw so much motivation from this event and I am so glad this year I will be able to attend.  

 

Wishing you all the best for your personal and professional successes in 2016. Hoping that SWE 

can help you continue on your journey and hoping to see you at one or many of our upcoming 

events soon! 

 

All the best,  

Rachel Borchers 

president@swe -mn.org  
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Interest  

 
The winter planning meet-

ing went very well, hereõs to 

a great 2nd half of the year! 

A big thank you to SHE for 

hosting. 
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VP Spotlight 
 

Happy 2016! 

 

The New Year brings us into the challenges and fun of winter in Minne-

sota. Most of us are refreshed or exhausted from December, but now we 

have some great outreach events that can touch our whole community 

and of course our engineer holiday week - Engineering Week this year 

is Feb 21-27.  We have 3 opportunities to celebrate E -week this year:  

 

1. The Science Museum and the Society of Women Engineers invite visi-

tors to celebrate during the Spark, Slime, and Speed event. With five 

interactive experiments representing different areas of engineering, 

the event will open kidsõ eyes to the wonderful world of engineering 

and science on Saturday, Feb 21.  

¶ Pose with your favorite Superhero at the SWE/ General Dynamics Photo booth  

¶ Experiments = brushbots (spark), slime, Speed (spool racers), donõt sink the boat, 

and bath  

           fizzies (slime)  

 

2. MFEST is hosting the first E-week networking event on Tuesday Feb 23 at the Arden Hills 

Boston Scientific facility. Come in the evening to have snacks, meet members of all profes-

sional societies that are part of MFEST, and have a little fun celebration e -week.  

 

3.  Tech Fest is a massive, exciting, electrifying, and fun family event on Saturday Feb 27 th at 

the Works Museum from 9 am to 4pm!   

  

Contact volunteer coordinator to volunteer for one or both outreach events!  

 

I look forward to seeing you at one or more of these events. :)  Happy E -week to all of you.  

Page 2 



 

 

Section Representative Update 
 

 

 

REGISTRATION IS  NOW OPEN!  

h t tps : / /www.uwp la t t .edu/ems - success /swe - reg ion -h - con ference  

 

WHEN IS  THE CONFERENCE? 

The conference will be held at  

The University of Wisconsin -Platteville  

on February 26th through February 28th, 2016.  

WHY ATTEND? 

The 2016 SWE Region H Conference is a great opportunity to learn and have fun for both stu-

dents and professionals alike. During the conference, attendees will interact with regional 

leaders in engineering and have the opportunity to network with corporate sponsors as well 

as fellow SWE members.  

Through breakout sessions and speakers, you will gain up -to-date knowledge about the engi-

neering industry, keys to success, personal accounts from women engineers, and where the 

future of engineering is headed.  

FOR OUR STUDENTS?  

Along with networking at the keynote lunch, undergraduate and graduate students will attend 

an engineering -focused career fair. An awesome opportunity!  

Your Section Representatives (Lauren Kelly, Kim Miller, Melissa Stiegler, Patricia Walker)  
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Professional Development Spring Seminar 
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Outreach RecapñJunior Girl Scout Badge Event 
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WǳƴƛƻǊ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ōŀŘƎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ  ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ  
ƻǾŜǊ млл ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  

 

vǳƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ  
ά9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ {ǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻŜǎέ  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ  ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ  ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 
 



 

Outreach Updates 
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мΦ tƻƭŀǊƛǎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ǊŜŎŀǇ 
¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳƛŘ-ǎƛȊŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ tƻƭŀǊƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ нр ƎƛǊƭ ǎŎƻǳǘǎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ Řŀȅ ǎǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

¶ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ tƻƭŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ 
нΦ 5ŀ±ƛƴŎƛ CŜǎǘ ǊŜŎŀǇ ς мκфκмс 
оΦ IǳŘǎƻƴΣ ²L {¢9a ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

¶ IǳŘǎƻƴ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ƛǘǎ пǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ {Φ¢Φ9ΦaΦҌ ό{ŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ aŀǘƘΣ Ǉƭǳǎ !ǇǇƭƛŜŘ !ǊǘǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜπ
ōǊŀǝƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ {Φ¢Φ9ΦaΦ Ҍ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ŀ {Φ¢Φ9ΦaΦ Ҍ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇŀǘƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻπ
ǾƛŘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƭŜ-
ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŬŜƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ƴǳƭǝ-ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ нлмсΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ όY-мнύ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǊπ
ŜŀΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘŀǎǘȅ ŀǇǇŜǝȊŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΦ 

¶ {ǝƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ 
¶ нκуκмс ƛƴ IǳŘǎƻƴΣ ²L ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΗ 

пΦ {{{ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
¶ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ²ŜŜƪ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀǊƪΣ {ƭƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
{ǇŜŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŬǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛπ
ƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛπ
ŜƴŎŜΦ 

¶ tƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {²9κ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎόΚύ tƘƻǘƻ ōƻƻǘƘ 
¶ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ Ґ ōǊǳǎƘōƻǘǎ όǎǇŀǊƪύΣ ǎƭƛƳŜΣ {ǇŜŜŘ όǎǇƻƻƭ ǊŀŎŜǊǎύΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ōŀǘƘ ŬȊȊƛŜǎ 

¶ нκмнκмс ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
¶ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΗ 

рΦ ¢ŜŎƘ CŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
¶ ¢ŜŎƘ CŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ς ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜΣ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎΣ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΗ ς ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  
¶ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нтΣ ф ŀΦƳΦ ς п ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
¶ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΗ 

сΦ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ C¸мс tƭŀƴ όa9h²ύ 
тΦ {ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ²h²Η ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ς пκфκмс 



 

OutreachñSpark Slime Speed 
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Outreach Upcoming Events 
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