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Special points of
interest:
 Congrats to FY15 SWE BOD
& BOT members!!!
 Thanks to Medtronic Twin
Cities-SWEnet for sponsoring SWE-MN Open House
 SWE-MN Signature Outreach event, Girl Scout
Patch Day, is on Oct 11
 SWE Annual Conference
WE14 is Oct 23-25 in LA

President’s Letter
What a great summer, I hope you have enjoyed the
beautiful weather…I certainly have! It is an honor
and privilege to serve as the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) Minnesota Section President. Welcome to FY15!!! I have been part of SWE-MN since
2003 starting as a Co-chair of the Professional Development Committee. Since then I have served in
many different roles at the Section level including
the most recent being Vice President. I have also
been actively involved with SWE at the Region and
Society levels serving on different committees,
task forces and taking on various other leadership
roles. I am currently a Principal Supplier Quality
Engineer at Medtronic supporting one of our division’s largest contract
manufacturers. Outside of work and SWE, I have a wonderful family and
friend network that I spend most of my time with. I enjoy traveling, entertaining friends and family, attending sporting events, and the performing
arts.
“A Global Exchange for Change” is our theme this year and I am very excited for all that we have planned. Our Executive Council (EC) held our Summer Planning Meetings, which included both Strategic and Tactical Planning. In these interactive and extraordinary sessions, we were able to align
our strategy and tactics with the Society’s goals while still maintaining what
we are known for: scholarship, professional development, outreach and
leadership development.
I would like to welcome our new EC members – we have an energetic and
dynamic group of ladies who will be leading the Section. Among the new
EC leaders are Janell Hibbard as Webmaster, Stephanie McGuire as
Awards and Recognition, Samantha Madden and Jess Springer as the Social
Committee, Kristen Wagner as Social Media Chair, Diane Melhouse as Volunteer Coordinator, and Victoria Bruce as University of Minnesota-Twin Cities Counselor.

The SWE-MN Open House at The Woman’s Club of Minneapolis was again a success. We are excited to have partnered with Medtronic for this event. I hope we got a chance to connect at the
Open House. If not, please feel to reach out to me. I am looking forward to the year ahead and
hope to see you at one of our events.
Another highlight this summer has been the induction of our very own Elizabeth Bierman as Society President. It was a great event sponsored by the Society of Women Engineers and Honeywell, held in an airplane hangar in Phoenix, Arizona, followed by a celebration the following day
at the home of Virginia Counts, past Society President. A special congratulations to Elizabeth
Bierman, FY15 Society President!
You can learn more about what we are doing through this newsletter, our website and our committee meetings. If you have any ideas or suggestions that would align with our Society goals,
please feel free to contact me.
All the best,
Tricia Walker
FY15 SWE-MN President

Awards Update
FY 2014 was a fantastic year for recognizing the achievements of amazing women. As the Awards and
Recognition chair for FY 2015 I look forward to continuing the tradition of helping put the spotlight on
the career and life achievements of our members. I am here to help with applications and information
required for submission. Here is a general timeline for application submissions:
New Faces of Engineering (NFE) – October 2014
MFESTS Awards – January 2015
SWE Awards – March 2015
New Faces of Engineering
New Faces of Engineering (NFE) is an award recognizing young engineers. Nominees must be a
member of a participating professional society (SWE), younger than 30 years of age with an engineering degree from an ABET accredited or equivalent international institution. Nominees are selected
first by professional society in the fall of 2014 and top honorees are selected by DiscoverE and announced during Engineers Week in February 2015.
If you or someone you know meets these requirements, please contact me so we can get started! The
submission deadline is October 2014.
“You get whatever accomplishment you are willing to declare.” – Georgia O’Keeffe
Stephanie McGuire
awards.swe.mn@gmail.com
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VP Spotlight
SWE-MN’s Twelfth Annual Girl Scouts Patch Day
Junior Girl Scouts Product Designer Badge - “Design Your Future!”
SWE-MN’s first signature event of the year is coming up soon on October 11th, 2014. This event has been a staple in the Outreach Committee’s events for a long time and it is going as strong as ever. This event
garners great enthusiasm from SWE volunteers and Girl Scout attendees, and is a demonstration of excellent partnership of SWE-MN
with Girl Scouts of MN and WI River Valleys. One of the most exciting facets of this event is the opportunity to share engineering as a fun and interesting career with young girls. To keep things interesting
and fresh we try to mix it up a little bit, this year’s event has a higher capacity – up to 200 girls, more
games during registration, and a large format girls plus adults experiment. If you’ve joined us before,
for several years or thinking about it for the first time – please consider signing up to volunteer, additional details are in the event flyer later in the newsletter.
~ Rachel Borchers

SWE Membership Renewal Period Winding Down
Have you renewed your FY15 membership yet? Renew online
now or keep an eye out for your renewal notice, which was
mailed in early July to the address in your membership profile.
Non-renewed memberships will be terminated on September 30, 2014.
Don’t wait until its too late. Renew with SWE: the engineering society that focuses on your success, however you define it.
Some members may be eligible for reduced due rates. Review the Discounted Memberships to determine your eligibility, If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact SWE HQ for additional support.
Already renewed your membership? Login here to update your information to ensure SWE has the
most up-to-date contact information.
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Scholarship Update
The Scholarship Committee is preparing for another year of bringing recognition and financial
resources to deserving young women. Last year,
we were able to offer 16 Corporate Partner
Scholarships, more than ever before! We are
hoping to even further expand the number of
scholarships we offer this year. If you believe
your company would like to participate in our
Corporate Partner Scholarship Program, please
let us know and we would be happy to send information for their review. The deadline for companies to sponsor a tuition scholarship for Fall
Semester 2015 is November 1, 2014.
Erica Girard & Jacalyn St. Dennis
scholarships@swe-mn.org.

FY15 Sponsorship

SILVER
MEDTRONIC TWIN CITIES-SWENet

EMERSON PROCESS MANAGEMENT

BRONZE
MTS SYSTEMS CORPORATION

SHORT ELLIOTT HENDRICKSON INC.
BOSTON SCIENTIFIC

For more information on how to become a SWE-MN Sponsor, check out our Sponsorship Opportunities here.
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Professional Development News
On August 21st, SWE-MN members and supporters gathered at the Woman’s Club of Minneapolis for the FY15
Open House sponsored by Medtronic. This venue was chosen for its beautiful atmosphere and rich history. Like
SWE, it was born out of vision and purpose by a handful of women. What started out as a conversation in March of
1907 sparked a special invitation by Minneapolis’ chief librarian to 25 influential women and The Woman's Club of
Minneapolis was born! Through the years, the Club has been recognized repeatedly for its civic and charitable
works, and the Clubhouse, built in 1928, has been designated by the city of Minneapolis as a historic building.
Attendees enjoyed learning about SWE-MN committees and networking with fellow members and supporters. Being that we are a science based organization, there was a photo booth where folks could dress up as ‘Mad Scientists’. What a fun and festive theme for this year’s event! Pat Fuher, Vice President of Product Development for
Medtronic’s Atrial Fibrillation Division shared with us the importance of SWE and how it helped shape her career.
She drew upon her experience to share insight into succeeding as a woman in engineering. It was very compelling
address. Attendees commented on how this is always a highlight for them and all in all, it was a fantastic event!
Thank you to all that came out to kick off the year. We hope to see you all at our Professional Development events
this year, there is a variety planned for all backgrounds and career levels and interests.
~ Erin and Jessie (SWE-MN FY15 Professional Development Co-Chairs)
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Outreach News

Section Representative Update
News from your Section Reps
Welcome to FY15!
As your SWE-MN Section Representatives, we will be sharing information from the Region and Society level to
you throughout the year. We also welcome feedback, questions, or inquiries regarding any Society or Regional
news or topics. We are here for you!
A little bit about us:
Lynn Davenport has been a member of SWE since 1999 as a student at Northwestern University. Lynn moved to
the Twin Cities to work for Medtronic where she currently works in System Engineering in the Neuromodulation
business unit. Lynn has been active and enjoyed holding many leadership roles within Medtronic’s internal SWE
affinity group (SWEnet) in 2006. Within SWE-MN, Lynn has served as Membership Co-Chair and was the Section
Rep last year. She also holds the Region H Chair for FY14 and FY15.
Holly Kimball first joined SWE as a collegiate member at the University of St. Thomas SWE section before upgrading to a professional member upon graduation. For SWE-MN, she held many positions including Scholarship Co-Chair, Social Media Chair, and President. She also served as the Region H Transition Chair. Holly works
as a Laser Engineer for Boston Scientific where she has started Boston Scientific's first Women's Technical Community. For FY15, in addition to serving as SWE-MN’s Section Representative, she also holds the position of 1st
Vice President of MFESTS (MN Federation of Engineering, Science, and Technology Societies).
Lesley Farah (previously Wyckoff) began her SWE career as a collegiate member at the University of St. Thomas
where she served as the section President her senior year. She has held many leadership roles within SWE-MN
including Outreach Co-Chair, Vice President, President and Newsletter Editor. Lesley has also served as a SWE
Leadership Coach for Region H since FY13. Lesley works as a Project Manager for Starkey Hearing Technologies.
Region H News
The Region H HART (Heartland Annual Round Table) Meeting is scheduled for Saturday September 27 th in Indianapolis. The HART Meeting is a face to face Region Council meeting that rotates locations each year. This is an
opportunity for the Region Governor to meet with the region leaders, section presidents, and section representatives to plan the year, participate in some coaching and work on strategic goals. The majority of the Region
Council meetings are via phone but HART as well as the Society and Region Conference provides additional opportunities for in person collaboration and focused discussions. Stay tuned for a recap next newsletter!
SWE Society News
WE14 is coming soon – are you ready??
The SWE Annual Conference is quickly approaching. This year’s theme is Global Exchange for Change and this
year’s conference is co-hosting hosting ICWES16, the 16th International Conference of Women Engineers and
Scientists. The conference will be hosting over 7,000 women from all over the world – you don’t want to miss it!
WE14 + ICWES16 Conference
October 23-25, 2014
Los Angeles, CA
For more information and to register, visit: http://we14.swe.org/
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FY15 SWE BOD & BOT Installation
Honeywell and the Society of Women Engineers celebrated the installation of
the 52nd president of the Society of Women Engineers, our very own Elizabeth
Bierman. Attendees enjoyed networking and a great installation program in an
airplane hangar on Thursday night, followed by a celebration on Friday night
held at the home of Virginia Counts, past president of the Society of Women
Engineers.
Elizabeth Bierman is a senior project engineer at Honeywell Aerospace in
Minneapolis, where she leads initiatives through the project engineering
council. In this role, the aim is to improve communication and alignment, instil
a “one engineering” organization philosophy, and help identify and address
major issues negatively impacting project engineering effectiveness.
Involved with the Society of Women Engineers since 1994, Bierman aided in chartering the East
Central Iowa Section, was a member of the Boston Section, and, since 2003, has been involved
with the Minnesota Section. Bierman served as section representative, vice president, and president of the Minnesota Section, and as Region H leadership coach, lieutenant governor, and governor. At the Society level, she has been a member of the outreach and program development
grant committee, was chair of the finance committee, and served as deputy director of regions.
In addition, she served on the board of directors as secretary and president elect, and is honoured to serve as president for FY15. Bierman received the Society’s Distinguished New Engineer Award in 2006.
She earned a B.S. in aerospace engineering and a master’s in systems engineering, both from
Iowa State University, and an MBA from Bentley University. Bierman also holds a program management certification (PMP).
She is married to David, also an engineer, and they have two daughters, Lauren and Avery.

FY15 SWE BOD at Installation

SWE-MN members (L to R) Allison Pedersen, Tricia Walker, Kalyani
Mallela & Alyse Stofer with FY15 SWE President Elizabeth Bierman
(center)
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Get to know SWE-MN Member: Samantha Madden
With my grandfather, uncle and father to inspire me, I was always
leaning towards pursuing engineering. I loved and excelled at technical subjects yet even as an adolescent I was aware of the lack of women in technical roles and did a three month long independent research
project investigating the issue. In high school, I took two science classes
a year but it wasn't until my biochemistry class that I started to think biology was truly incredible. Having grown up in the University of Colorado’s backyard, I wanted a large four year university for college but I
wanted a change - something not so close to home. One summer I visited the University of Minnesota on a whim with my boyfriend and loved it! I loved all the people,
loved the idea of cooler weather, and was fascinated with the idea of biomedical engineering. I
wanted to combine math and biology in an application that could make a difference in the world.
With all of my AP credits from my high school, I was able to
start at the University of Minnesota as a sophomore. I immediately
joined SWE and begin to meet the most incredible women and build
my lacking soft skills. My favorite SWE memories include my time at
the various regional and national conferences I have been fortunate
enough to attend. I also took great joy in helping to plan the 2013 Region H SWE Conference. I had no idea what I had gotten myself into,
but I met so many amazing people and learned and grew so much
and would do it again in a heartbeat! After four years at the U of M, I
graduated with my master's degree in May 2014 and will forever be a proud Golden Gopher!
Upon graduation I accepted a job at Beckman Coulter as a Systems Engineer in a rotational program. I interned at Beckman last summer and loved the
company and the products! After three different rotational projects over the
course of a year, I will return to a full time role as a systems engineer in the molecular diagnostics division working to support their automated diagnostic instrument as it launches into the market.
In my free time I try to keep up with my other hobby of dancing by taking
contemporary class a few nights a week. I keep busy exploring my new state
and experience everything Minnesota has to offer – In the past four years I have
learned to curl, paddle board, water ski, tube, kayak and recently learned to jet ski from Jess
Springer! I also bring my friends to Colorado to see what real mountains look like every chance
I get! Anyone who knows me knows that I absolutely love Goldy Gopher, penguins, bows and
all things polka dotted!
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September 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
7

8

East Metro &
Rochester Lunch

Robotics Alley
Conference &
Expo

Thu

2

3

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

Robotics Alley
Conference &
Expo

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

Outreach Meeting

October 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
5

6

12

13

19
26

7

Fri

Outreach Meeting

Sat

2

3

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

29

30

31

North Metro
Lunch

Rochester Lunch

10

4

Girl Scout Patch
Day Set-up

Girl Scout Patch
Day

11
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Congrats to SWE-MN member, Alyse Stofer, on her new role as
Senior Engineering Manager at Medtronic!!

Page 11

