
 

 Could the weather be any more beautiful, wel-

come spring! It has been a great year for SWE -MN. It is 

hard to believe that FY15 is coming to an end and that I 

am writing my last article as SWE -MN President!  

 We have accomplished a great deal over the 

last year and I am extremely proud of our leadership 

and volunteers. We focused on Outreach, Networking, 

Professional Development and Membership, which 

proved to be very beneficial to our members, the Society and our communities. As 

special thank you to all the Executive Council and Advisory Council members for 

their leadership and commitment to SWE -MN in FY15.  And, a BIG BIG BIG thank 

you to all of the volunteers that made an impact to students and adults in our vast 

scope and reach.  

 All this would not have been possible without the support and generous 

donations from our sponsors. At the SWE -MN year -end Awards Banquet on May 21 

ð what a beautiful evening! ð we reflected on our accomplishments this year. We 

celebrated our successes with our AMAZING sponsors, recognized the SWE -MN 

2015 class of scholarship recipients ð WOW, what an impressive class! ð congratu-

lated our section and its membersõ achievements, and presented the SWE-MN sec-

tion awards to very deserving recipients. A recap for this is captured under the 

Awards portion of the newsletter.  

 It has been a profound honor to be the president of my beloved SWE -MN 

section this year and an even bigger honor to serve you. The newly elected slate 

provides much leadership and great promise for a successful FY16. I am very excit-

ed to see the section grow, develop and have even more fun this next year :)  

 Please continue to remain engaged and plugged in! There continues to be 

wonderful opportunities for our membership and those that our vast services reach, 

I hope to see you at many more events in the future.  

 

Proud to be part of SWE and the Minnesota Section,  

 

Patricia ôTriciaõ Walker 

SWE-MN FY15 President 

Presidentõs Letter 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Thanks to FY15 Sponsors!!! 

¶ Congratulations to all Schol-

arship Recipients 

¶ Congratulations to  FY15 

SWE-MN Section Award Re-

cipients 

¶ FY16 SWE-MN EC An-

nounced 

SWE-MN Newsletter 
June 2015  Volume 27, Issue 5  

Inside this issue:  

Presidentõs Letter 1 

PD Update 2 

Outreach Update 3-4 

Section Rep Update 5 

Awards Update 6-7 

FY15 Sponsors 8 

Scholarship Recipients 9-11 

FY16 SWE-MN EC 12 

Get to Know 13 

Other 14 



 

Professional Development Update 

Page 2 

SWE-MN professional development partnered with SHPE, U of  Minnesota and University of St. 

Thomas to host a spectacular event at the 3M Innovation center.   Guest were able to tour the 

innovation center which housed invention after invention from 3M.   Each station had hands on 

activities to help us understand more about the vast variety of 3M broadening our horizons 

beyond post -its and scotch tape.   We then transitioned into a evening of networking and some 

great prizes.   It was a fun filled and education evening with a both new and familiar faces.  
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Willmar ñDesign your future  -  The first Outreach mid -sized event in Willmar was a suc-

cess!!  82 girls attended the half -day session. They learned about what engineers do, partici-

pated in a chap -stick making demo, build an egg -mobile, and made circuit bugs. Thanks to 

everyone who made this event fun and educational!!    

Explore Engineering at Willow Lane Elementaryñ  On April 9, SWE -MN participated 

in the Explore Engineering event at Willow Lane Elementary in White Bear Lake,  organized 

by the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME). Over 150 students attended with their 

parents to learn about STEM topics through hands -on activities and demonstrations  from 11 

different companies and organizations. At the SWE -MN booth, kids learned how to make silly 

putty and the chemical engineering principals behind the reaction. We had students lining up 

for a second time around because they loved the experiment so much!  Thanks for our great 

volunteers for making the event a success.  

Rutherford Elementary STEMñ On April 23 rd , SWE-MN participated in the first ever 

STEM night at Rutherford Elementary in Stillwater. The event was a great success with over 

400 students in attendance. Students from the Middle School helped the SWE Outreach volun-

teers introduce engineering concepts with the Silly Putty, Bath Fizzies, and Spool Car Racer 

experiments.  

SWE Outreach Tracking Tool ð For those of you who participate in outreach activities 

outside of SWE-MN, then the Society wants to know! Please complete this quick and easy Sur-

vey Monkey to document your incredible time and talent. The survey can be accessed 

here:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/omtool   
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