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Outreach Committee Meeting – Thursday October 22, 2009
12:00 PM Conference Call
Attendees: Lesley, Lindsey, Kalyani, Janell, Sara, Anita, Cassie
	Tactic (Activity, Event, Program)
	Responsibility
	Complete

Date
	Status

	Identify members interested in outreach and identify the types of outreach they are interested in.  Provide details to Outreach Region H Coordinator.   

National Goal
	Outreach

(Section president to ensure completion)
	YE FY10 
	

	Increase number of children outreached by SWE-MN outreach by 3% from FY09 numbers
	Outreach
	YE FY10
	(FY09: 3584 kids)
· Bike Book

· Hopkins School of Performing Arts



	Start succession planning early for EC and committee members and prepare and mentor potential successors. 
	ALL
	All FY10
	

	Actively use the SWE-MN EC Community. 
	ALL
	All year
	

	Improve record keeping of Outreach, PD and Membership events.  Keep a record of what worked well, what should be tried again and what shouldn’t.
	Outreach, PD, Membership
	YE FY10
	


I. Welcome: SWe-mn outreach overview

II. Recent activites:
· Thurs 10/1: Bakken Museum People of Science Training (see info below)

· No one (to our knowledge) attended the People of Science Training (except Holli in summer)
· Fri 10/9: Hopkins School of Performing Arts Classroom Visit- Lesley
· Lesley gave an overview about her 2 time experience of the classroom visit
· Thurs 10/15: IEEE Education Talk at The Bakken Museum 

·  “Inquiring Minds – Using materials to engage learners”

· Overview of the IEEE Education Talk. Sara, Rich and Amy had attended this. Sara thought that this may be a good session for some of the co-chairs and leaders rather than to our general members
III. upcoming events:
· Fri 10/30: National Science Teachers Association Conference

· SWE-MN Session 2-3pm

· Mpls Convention Center

· Allison, Anita and Roz will be going for the National Science Teachers Association Conference. Anita will let Lesley know if they need any brochures or the SWE banner for any sort of booth
· Mon 11/2: Lakeville Career Fair
· SWE-MN booth 2:15-5pm

· Lakeville HS

· Janell Brown has volunteered; 1 more volunteer is requested
· Janell will be at the Lakeville HS Career Fair (as SWE member). Anita will be there as part of her company

·     ACTION: Lesley to send Janell the questions- done

· Sat 11/14: Girl Scout Patch Day

· Training- Mon 10/26 @ Boston Scientific
· Set-up: Fri 11/13 6-8pm @ Boston Scientific

· Event: Sat 11/14 7:30am-2:30pm @ Boston Scientific

· Volunteers needed for group leaders, experiment leads, floaters, prep work
· Discussion and overview of GSPD along with mention of the experiments.

·     ACTION: Kalyani to work on the advertising portion at BSC. Already got 2 volunteers from BSC

·     ACTION: Kalyani and Lesley to work on an expectations document for volunteers

·     ACTION: Anita will contact the STAR Base science teachers for volunteering at GSPD

·     ACTION: Lesley to check for the punchers in storage this weekend

·     ACTION: Lesley to get benders from work for EE prep

·     ACTION: Sara to follow-up with school counselors again for volunteers
· Wednesday 11/18: Kennedy HS Breakfast Panel

· 7:15-8:15am at Kennedy HS, Bloomington, MN

· Lesley and Anita will be at the Kennedy HS Breakfast Panel

    ACTION: Advertise this in the Weekly Email for 1-2 volunteers
IV. NEXT OUTREACH MEETING
· GSPD Prep work is needed for:
· Circuits

· Solar Cars

· Sara to host a prep session on Nov 8 from 3pm at her house.
· GSPD PREP SESSION

· Sunday Nov. 8th at 3pm

· Sara’s Condo

· 2496 County Rd C2 W, #308, Roseville MN 55113
· Please RSVP to Sara at volunteer@swe-mn.org
· Next Meeting: 

· Monday November 23rd
· 6pm

· Panera Bread, St. Louis Park

V. QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION
· FYI: MN STEM Collaborative
· Discussion on the MN STEM Collaboration

· Meeting is scheduled for Monday October 26th from 2-4pm at MN Dept of Education Offices

· Anyone interested, contact Lesley at outreach@swe-mn.org
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VI. OTHER INFORMATION
· Outreach Email: outreach@swe-mn.org
· Volunteer Email: volunteer@swe-mn.org
· SWE-MN Website: www.swe-mn.org
· SWE communities: www.swe.org (click on My Communities)
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Minnesota


  Are you interested in collaborating with others to better serve                 


      and prepare girls for STEM related careers? 


  Are you interested in receiving a mini


     collaboration with another program?


  Would you like the opportunity to share or receive promising 


     practices and resources with others?
 
 
The Minnesota Girls Collaborative Project
together organizations and individuals that are 
committed to informing and motivating girls to pursue 
careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics to encourage collaboration and improve 
inter-program communication. Our goal is to str
capacity, increase continuation of girl
programs and create a wider audience for gender
related STEM issues. 
 
Project Resources


 
An online Program Directory
needs and resources and program contact information 
foster collaboration. 
 
Webcasts, Conferences, and Forums
promising practices in 
and assessment.  
 


Mini-grants will be available to girl
programs to support collaboration projects.
 
 
 
 
 
 


Name of Contact, Joel D. Donna


e-mail    joel.donna@state.mn.us
voice     612.770.6907 
 


AAUW Regional Liaison, Geraldine L. Oberman
e-mail amglo@aol.com  


 


Minnesota STEM 


Are you interested in collaborating with others to better serve                 


and prepare girls for STEM related careers?  


Are you interested in receiving a mini-grant to 


collaboration with another program? 


Would you like the opportunity to share or receive promising 


practices and resources with others? 


Girls Collaborative Project brings 
together organizations and individuals that are 
committed to informing and motivating girls to pursue 
careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics to encourage collaboration and improve 


program communication. Our goal is to strengthen 
capacity, increase continuation of girl-serving STEM 
programs and create a wider audience for gender-
related STEM issues.  


Project Resources 


Program Directory allows programs to share 
needs and resources and program contact information to 
foster collaboration.  


Webcasts, Conferences, and Forums will share 
promising practices in STEM learning, evaluation,  


will be available to girl-serving STEM  
programs to support collaboration projects. 


 


Joel D. Donna 


joel.donna@state.mn.us 


Geraldine L. Oberman 


Are you interested in collaborating with others to better serve                 


grant to help fund            


Would you like the opportunity to share or receive promising 


engthen 


allows programs to share 
to 
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INCREASING OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIRLS IN SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATH (STEM) 


 
The University of Michigan-Ann Arbor was recently awarded a three-year replication 
grant by the Puget Sound Center’s National Girls Collaborative Project (2008-2011). The 
project at the University of Michigan, called the Great Lakes Girls Collaborative Project 
(GLGCP), is supported by NSF funds.  As part of this grant, Minnesota has been invited 
to start a Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative project supported by the University of 
Michigan-Ann Arbor. Information on this national program can be found at 
http://www.pugetsoundcenter.org/ngcp/index.cfm 


GOALS 
The goal of the Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative is to increase gender equity in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics through supporting 
collaboration between girl-serving Minnesota STEM programs. The national project 
objectives are to:  


1. Maximize access to shared resources within projects and with public and private 
sector organizations and institutions interested in expanding girls’ participation in 
STEM. 


2. Strengthen capacity of existing and evolving projects by sharing promising 
practice research and program models, outcomes and products. 


3. Use the leverage of a network or collaboration of individual girl-serving STEM 
programs to create the tipping point for gender equity in STEM. 


METHODS 
The Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative will use the NGCP Program Directory, mini-
grants, and periodic events to implement its program. Each of these components are 
described below: 


Minnesota STEM Program Directory 
The Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative encourages programs and organizations 
Minnesota that focus on motivating girls to pursue careers in STEM to add their 
information to the Program Directory on the NGCP home page.  This Program Directory 
lists organizations and programs that focus on motivating girls to pursue careers in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The purpose of this 
Directory is to help organizations and individuals network, share resources, and 
collaborate on STEM-related projects for girls.  It can be accessed at 
http://www.psctlt.org/ngcp/index.html 


 
Minnesota STEM 







The Directory contains program descriptions, resources available within each 
organization, program or organization needs, and contact information. Submitted entries 
undergo review and verification prior to publication. From links on the Program 
Directory page one is able to use the Directory to get an alphabetical listing of programs 
within the Directory or find a particular programs within the Directory based on criteria 
such as name, location, needs, etc. This is the initial phase of the project. 


Mini-grants 
The Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative will award mini-grants to eligible applicants. 
Mini-grants are awarded to girl-serving science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) focused programs to support collaboration, address gaps and 
overlaps in service, and share promising practices. Mini-grant projects must relate to 
either informal learning or evaluation and assessment. Mini-grants are a small amount of 
seed funding and are not intended to fully fund entire projects. The maximum mini-grant 
award is $1000. 


Numerous organizations provide valuable but uncoordinated activities and support 
services related to motivating and supporting girls’ interest in STEM careers. These mini-
grants are designed to build collaboration between existing programs and organizations in 
order to encourage girls to pursue STEM-related educational programs and careers. 


Programs or organizations must be registered in the Program Directory to begin a Mini-
Grant Application. 


Events 
The Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative plans to host a variety of events for girl-
serving organizations, educators, and business professionals in their areas. The project 
will begin with a Fall 2009 kick-off conference to announce the project and begin 
networking among the participants. The conference is followed by two topic forums that 
provide professional development activities, highlight local programs, and continue the 
valuable networking experience. During this time, mini-grants are being awarded and 
carried out by local programs. A final conference is held after the mini-grants are 
complete that allows the grantees an opportunity to present their projects to a large group. 
More professional development and networking activities are also offered at this event. 
The Program Directory will be a resource for notifying interested participants of these 
events.  


Resources  
The National Girls Collaborative Project newsletter seeks to support efforts in gender and 
diversity related issues surrounding STEM fields (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics). Members of the NGCP listserv receive information about the NGCP as 
well as information from other resources that may be valuable for STEM-related 
programs, including funding opportunities, resources, and upcoming events. Interested 
individuals, programs, or organizations may register to be on the list serve at the NGCP 
website. 







PEOPLE 
The success of the Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative depends on the people who are 
part of it. The people staffing the Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative include a 
Champion’s Board, the Project Leadership Team, and Project Staff.   


Minnesota Leadership Team  
The Minnesota Leadership Team is being formed. It currently consists of members from 
the Minnesota Department of Education, Joel Donna, and from MNSCU, Brenda Lyseng 
and Eva Scates-Winston. We are currently recruiting other members for this leadership 
team. They will be responsible for the development and coordination of the website, 
mini-grants, and events.  


Minnesota Champions Board  
The purpose of the board is to champion the Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative in 
each Board member’s realm of influence, to disseminate grant project information and 
goals, and to inform project team leaders of strategic connections, linkages, and 
opportunities for the project. Board members are selected to give the project a balance of 
desirable expertise and regional representation, including industry representatives, 
informal learning educators, gender equity experts, science and mathematics education 
representatives, and educational policy experts. The Board will meet 2 times during the 
one-year grant cycle during the kickoff and the final conference and may meet briefly 
during online web-conferences.  


HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED – FIRST STEPS 
1. Tell your colleagues about this opportunity. 


2. Register your existing girls-serving STEM program, project, or organization in 
the Program Directory at http://www.psctlt.org/ngcp/directory/index.cfm. 


 
3. Provide the Minnesota STEM Girls Collaborative with contact information for 


other girls-serving programs, projects, or organizations that we should contact 
about this collaborative. 


4. Nominate yourself or another advocate for gender equity in STEM fields for the 
Minnesota Champions Board by contacting Joel Donna at joel.donna@state.mn.us  


 


CONTACT INFORMATION 
Joel D. Donna, Ph.D.  
STEM Specialist  
Minnesota Department of Education 
1500 Highway 36 West 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113  
W: 651-582-8452 
F: 651-582-8517 
joel.donna@state.mn.us 
 






