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Outreach Committee meeting minutes - oCTOBER 6, 2008
Attendes: Sara Beck, Mary Byron, Allison Pedersen, Katie Sullivan, Lesley Wyckoff, Krista Johnson, Shannon Bensend, and Crissy Johnson 

I. Goals discussion

· Have a list of all available outreach experiments and their descriptions post on  the website (Due 11/1/08)
· ACTION FOR ALLISON – Send Sara list of experiments from STEM Committee white paper (completed 10/7/08)
· ACTION FOR SARA – post these on website and SWE Outreach community
·  Compile Contact List for events, programs, and sponsors (June 09)
· Update / Complete engineering presentations for different age levels (June 09)

· ACTION FOR SARA – Send current presentations to Shannon

· ACTION FOR SHANNON – Update presentations
II. EC Discussion
· We need a member from Outreach to be on the Fund Raising Committee 
· VOLUNTEER NEEDED – Please email us if you are interested in this.  This committee will be only once a month meetings if not less.
· Whenever we buy something for SWE, we need to use SWE's "MN Sales Tax Exempt" status.  They said the number is on the EC website and will soon be on SWE Communities.
· ACTION FOR SARA – make sure Roz is aware of this
III. COMMITTEE DISCUSSION
· Student/Professional Mentoring Update – We had 7 students/mentors show up on Saturday.  4 of us went to the Apple Orchard
· FOX 9 Girls and Science- Oct 11th @ Science Museum (Lesley)
· Slime!
· Krista and Lesley will bring all supplies and snacks for volunteers (water will be provided)
· Volunteers- please be at the Science Museum at 9am for setup
· Volunteers- wear SWE/engineering shirt if you own one
· Parking validation will not be provided
· If volunteer can not make entire event, please notify Allison.
· GSPD – Nov 15th (Sara/Lesley) - This is an event where we have around 120 Girl Scouts (4th and 5th grade) come to Boston Scientific in Arden Hills to do 4 different experiments with us.  Registration will be 8 AM to 8:30 AM.  There will then be 4 sessions from 8:30 AM to 11:45 AM and then we will wrap up by 12 PM.  We will be sure to advertise that we will not be providing lunch for the Girl Scouts.  We will be providing lunch for the volunteers.  The theme is Zoom into Engineering
· Brainstorm Ideas on Passport for this year
· ACTION FOR SARA – Send Lesley pdf of last year’s passport

· ACTION FOR LESLEY – Mark up old passport and send it to Krista

· ACTION FOR KRISTA – Ask friend to make a passport for this year.

· Brainstorm ideas on how to make the experiments come to life for the girls

· During Registration – Silly Putty and Lip Gloss

· ACTION FOR CHRISSY – Find matching game that matches engineering disciplines to give the girls another thing to do.

· Breathing Model – Shannon volunteered to lead this
· ACTION FOR SHANNON & SARA – Read up on kit and develop it into something fun!

· Night and Day – After reviewing this kit, we decided to scrap it for GSPD.  It would be very hard to pull engineering into this and was not at the right age level.  Mary had a very interesting windmill experiment that she did with kids during college that we will replace this with.
· ACTIONS FOR  MARY – Get supply list for windmill to Krista by Friday.  Also, get the instructions to Lesley and Sara ASAP.

· Mr. Circuit – Holli has come up with an idea on how to show electricity by using a clear pipe and balls.  Kalyani has volunteered to help her develop this idea.

· Go over to do list (xls document)

· ACTION FOR SARA – Find on hard drive the different planets we have used before

· ACTION FOR LESLEY – Find sponsor to print passports (General Mills did it last year. Could this be part of our BSC donation?)

· ACTION FOR LESLEY – Email Mary and find out how many girls we have signed up now.

· ACTION FOR LESLEY – Get emails of GS advisors for Krista

· ACTION FOR KRISTA – Email GS advisors to get more girls

· ACTION FOR EVERYONE – Please spread the word to Girl Scouts about the event on Nov 15th.  Direct them to this website to register.    Also, a flyer is attached to this email.
· ACTION FOR LESLEY – Organize give aways

· Outreach Community on SWE Communities – We now have a Outreach Community under the MN Section Community
· Instructions on accessing SWE Communities:

· Go to www.swe.org, click on SWE communities, login in

· How to change your user name - www.swe.org/update, then go to the member service center update area (First.LastName)

· Everyone should have access to MN Section Community and the Outreach Child Community
· Webinar is available for training
Addition to October’s Status Update

· Normandale Hills Elementary Asphalt Cookies
· Location: Bloomington, MN Oct 3rd
· This was a spontaneous event that I planned on short notice for my son’s class – they were classifying rocks by size and I thought this would be a perfect tie-in.   With the help of the teachers, a co-worker from GMI and some in class helpers, we pulled this off without a hitch.   The teachers made the chocolate asphalt before school started – we just mixed it up in crock pots and let the mass simmer all day.   I brought in the rest of the supplies ($31.11).   I explained the scientific method and used the attached spreadsheet to encourage the kids to try different formulas.    The kids worked in teams of 4.  While we were waiting for the cookies to cool, we made observations and talked about our conclusions.   For example, marshmallows make really squishy cookies and therefore soft materials wouldn’t make for a good strong road bed.   I also emphasized that the observations aren’t right or wrong, they are just data and all data is helpful.
· VOLUNTEER NEEDED – Open House for Blaine High School’s CEMS program (4 yr high school engineering program).  Monday, December 1st @ 7 PM.  They are looking for a volunteer to come and give a 30 min presentation about engineering, what you do, and why you think engineering is important.  The audience is between 100 to 200 Junior HS students and parents
Next meeting

Event: SWE-MN Outreach Committee Meeting

Date: Thursday, November 20th, 2008

Time: 12 to 1 PM

Location: Teleconference 

Number: (866) 411-5175 
Code: 9528924875  
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